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On May 4, Lt.Col. Rodrigo Gonzalez told journalists that between 120 and 150 former contras who
call themselves "re- contras" have taken up weapons and resumed the guerrilla life-style in the
mountains and hills of northern Nicaragua. Gonzalez accompanied reporters during a tour of the
area. Gonzalez said the "re-contras" had been digging up weapons caches since early April, and
that "some of their leaders have tried to establish contact with government and army authorities."
Juan Arauz, a former contra who currently works for the Interior Ministry, told reporters that the
re-contras were disappointed with President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro's government. Arauz
said that in particular, they are unhappy with the president's decision to retain Gen. Humberto
Ortega as armed forces chief. Arauz said he had attempted to establish contact with the rebels
in San Jose de Bocay. According to local residents, a group of about 65 former contras recently
passed through the area heading south. According to Arauz, the residents said the rebels were
"well-armed and equipped with new weapons and uniforms, and that they had come in from
Honduras." The ministry spokesperson said the group spotted in San Jose de Bocay is calling itself
the "380 Brigade," in honor of the recently assassinated contra military leader, Enrique Bermudez.
US citizen Rebecca Liff was robbed May 3 of 4,000 cordobas oro (US$800) by two armed men
who intercepted her vehicle. Arauz attributed the incident to former contras. Liff, he said, is an
engineer working on a hydroelectric project near San Jose de Bocay. In comments to reporters,
Gen. Ortega dismissed the re- contras as marginals who were being manipulated by Vice President
Virgilio Godoy and Managua Mayor Arnoldo Aleman. He said the UN observer mission in Central
America (ONUCA) would not be requested to intervene in cases involving reconstituted contras.
According to reports broadcast by Radio Sandino and Radio Ya, on May 4 an unidentified airplane
coming from Honduras violated Nicaraguan airspace to drop weapons and other supplies to recontra groups in at least five locations in northern Nicaragua. The reports said re-contras are being
mobilized in Jinotega, Matagalpa and Nueva Segovia departments. Lt. Francisco Moncada told
reporters that on April 30, rebels fired on army road crews and tractors near Ayapal, and then set
off two explosions. On May 2, he said, two rebel columns were spotted trekking down a nearby
mountain: "We fired warning shots into the air, and they left." Moncada said no casualties occurred
in either incident, but the army sent in about 130 soldiers to protect the road crews. On May 7,
the National Assembly commenced an investigation into reports of "re-contras." Israel Galeano
(Franklin) and Oscar Sobalbarro (Ruben) both leaders of the demobilized contras , Gen. Ortega, and
Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo were requested to testify. Next, in Tegucigalpa, government
spokespersons denied that an aircraft supplying former contras with weapons entered Nicaraguan
airspace from Honduras. The officials called on the UN observer group (ONUCA) to verify their
statement. (Basic data from AP, 05/05/91; ACAN-EFE, 05/05/91, 05/07/91; AFP, 05/06/91, 05/07/91)
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